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PACIFIC COUNTY REINFORCES SOCIAL DISTANCING DIRECTIVE FROM 

GOVERNOR INSLEE 

 

Following direction from the governor, the County encourages social distancing to protect 

public health. 

 

{South Bend, WA}  On Monday, March 16, Governor Jay Inslee ordered the closure of bars and 

restaurants, as well as entertainment and recreational facilities. This is an expansion of an earlier 

order prohibiting social gatherings of 50 or more people.  Gatherings of less than 50 people are 

also prohibited, unless the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”) criteria for public health and 

social distancing standards are met. The CDC guidelines for social distancing are to stay at least 

six feet away from other people, and avoid handshakes and hugs. 

 

1. Summary of Governor’s Proclamation 

 

The Governor’s proclamation is a two-week ban and includes, but is not limited to: 

 

• Restaurants; 

• Food courts; 

• Bars; 

• Taverns; 

• Coffee shops; 

• Catered events; 

• Clubs; 

• Bowling alleys; 

• All other similar venues in which people congregate for the consumption of food or 

beverages. 

 

Take-out, delivery and drive-thru food and beverage services are not banned under the 

proclamation. Grocery stores and pharmacies remain open. Social distancing is encouraged in 

public places. 
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In addition, the two-week ban also includes public venues in which people congregate for 

entertainment, social or recreational purposes, including theaters, gyms, fitness centers, non-tribal 

card rooms, barbershops and hair/nail salons, tattoo parlors, and other similar venues. 

 

See Proclamation 20-13 for more information. 

 

2. Pacific County Recommendations 

 

Pacific County recommends that people at higher risk of serious illness from COVID-19 stay home 

as much as possible.  This includes individuals over age 60, and/or those with serious, chronic 

medical conditions (diabetes, heart disease, lung disease, or those who have weakened immune 

systems, etc.). 

 

Anyone who has questions about whether their condition puts them at risk for COVID-19 should 

contact their primary healthcare provider or an appropriate medical practitioner. 

 

Pacific County also recommends everyone take steps to keep themselves and others healthy, 

including: 

 

• Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. When soap and water are 

not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60 percent alcohol. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

• Cover coughs and sneezes. Use a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash and wash your 

hands. 

• Stay home and away from others when sick. 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

• Clean and disinfect objects and surfaces that are frequently touched. 

Pacific County will continue to update the public with information pertinent to COVID-19 as soon 

as it is available. 

 

For more information, or to schedule an interview with Benjamin Haslam, please contact the Direct 

Response line at (360) 875-3407 / (360) 642-3407 or pceocOps@co.pacific.wa.us 
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